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	In Hindu culture, samskaras are diverse rites of passage of a human being from birth to cremation. It is a purification ceremony. They are also physiological imprints or mental impressions and recollections. Samskaras can have either negative or positive impacts on society. Positively, samskaras binds an individual to the community; hence he would be wary before indulging in physical pleasures. So they act as the society’s moral of conduct. Negatively, samskaras are linked to material benefits being prayed for; some individuals use these benefits for their desires. “Also when a person is often involved in bad behavior, subconsciously his mind reverts to these actions.” (Johnson, 2010)
The Hindu ceremony I have selected is the funeral ceremony. The similarities between Hindu and Christianity funeral ceremony is that they hold a wake in the family’s home. Also, they hold receptions at the family’s home after the ceremony. Both are presided over by a priest. On the other hand, there are differences between the two. First, in the Hindu funeral ceremony, the body is cremated whereas in a Christian funeral ceremony, it is buried. Secondly, in the Hindu funeral, the body remains in the family home before it is cremated while in Christian funeral, the body is kept in a morgue. The next difference is that in Hindu, a funeral takes place within one or two days while in Christianity, it takes longer.  The fourth difference is that In Hindu, no flowers are brought to the funeral where as in Christian funerals flowers are allowed. The fifth difference is that in Hindu, mourners are dressed casually while in Christian, they dress in dark colors. The sixth difference is that in the Hindu ceremony their source of readings is the mantra whereas in Christian it’s the prayers and hymns. In Hindu after the body is cremated, there’s another ceremony that takes place in 10 days unlike in a Christian ceremony, there is no other ceremony after the body is buried. (Johnson, 2010)
Social statuses refer to the measurement of social value. It is based on beliefs on whom society believes in holding high or low status. It helps us see how we fit in a group. The similarities between Hinduism and Christianity social statuses is that status hierarchies are present in both, and prestige and honor are accorded on how an individual is perceived to match society ideals. Also, in both, an individual’s position in society can affect and influence his statuses, for instance, a doctor. The differences are that in Hinduism, the status hierarchy is fixed, meaning different social classes don’t mingle where as Christianity uses achieved status that is due to one’s occupation or education level.
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